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UNITED STATES OF AMERICA 
POSTAL RATE COMMISSION 

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20268 

Postal Rate and Fee Changes Docket No. R97-1 

PRESIDING OFFICER’S RULING GRANTING 
IN PART MOTION TO COMPEL 

(October 23, 1997) 

This ruling disposes of the Douglas F. Carlson Motion to Compel United States 

Postal Service to Answer Interrogatory DFCIUSPS-4 (Motion), filed October 2, 1997. 

On October 15, 1997, the Reply of the United States Postal Service to Douglas Carlson 

Motion to Compel a Response to DFCIUSPS-4 (Reply) was submitted, accompanied by 

a motion for late acceptance. The Motion is granted in part, as described below. 

The interrogatory at issue asks the Postal Service to identify cost coverages 

above a certain level recommended by the Commission, approved by the Governors, 

and implemented by the Postal Service. The Postal Service argues that this is publicly 

available information, and that it should not be required to undertake such research for 

participants. It states that “the information sought by Mr. Carlson can be obtained from 

a review of the dozens of Commission’s recommended decisions and related decisions 

of the Governors, all of which are publicly available documents.” Reply at 2. This may 

be true, although Commission and Governors’ decisions are not widely available. 

In this instance, however, it is reasonable to direct the Postal Service to perform 

a minimal amount of work in order to provide the requested information. PRC Op. 

R94-1, Appendix G, Schedule 3, page 1 (Attached) sets forth mark-ups recommended 

by the Commission in omnibus rate cases. The addition of 100 to each mark-up 
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provides the recommended cost coverage. The Postal Service is to identify instances 

when the Governors did not approve, or the Postal Service did not implement, the rates 

underlying mark-ups over 175 appearing on the attached schedule. 

RULING 

1. The Douglas F. Carlson Motion to Compel United States Postal Service to 

Answer Interrogatory DFCIUSPS-4, filed October 2, 1997, is granted in part as 

described in the body of this ruling. 

2. The Motion for Late Acceptance of Reply of the United States Postal Service to 

Douglas Carlson Motion to Compel a Response to DFC/USPS-4, filed October 15, 

1997, is granted. 

Edward J. Gleiman ’ 
Presiding Officer 
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R94-1 R94.1 

COMPARISON OF MARK-UPS 
B 

% 

All mall 8 Special Services 

First-Class 
Leters 8 Sealed Parcels 
Cards 
Priority Ma~l 

Express Mail 
Mailgrams 

Controlled Circulation 

Third-Class 
Single Piece 
Bulk Rate Regular 
Bulk Rate Nonprofit 

Fourth-Class 
*one Rates Parcel post 
Bound Printed Matler 
Special Rate 
Library Rate 

Government Mail’ 
Free for the Bknd 
lnternalional Mail 
Special Services 

PRC USPS z 

Recommended Proposed RgO-1 R&-i RW1 R80-1 R77-1 R76-1 R74-1 R71-I : 

56.6 

74.5 
36.7 
97.2 

16.9 
1.6 

2.7 21 
16.3 14.1 

4.1 36 
6.6 5.0 

4,5 0.8 20.1 26 15 0 4 4 4 75 
50 9 54.2 47.0 41 46 34 20 55 62 104 

8.6 9,o 0,9 8 0 0 0 0 0 0 

7.5 
36.6 

4,6 
0.6 

21.6 
34.7 

’ Government Mail distributed lo all classes in R90-1 
z Nonprofit and Classroom combined in RgO-1 

61,3 50 0 46 52 27 24 52 69 

81,5 
46.2 

106.7 

61.7 
45 9 
66.4 

26.6 
2.6 

56 59 26 24 63 67 
64 93 33 49 104 129 
76 104 56 66 121 132 

25.6 
0.0 

69 139 123 422 
11 61 293 137 

15 
23 2 

11 

5 1 0 0 0 1 
25 24 21 0 19 17 

5 3 0 0 0 0 
5 0 0 0 0 0 

33 49 62 162 

1.7 11.5 12 16 6 3 21 41 
32.4 44.5 49 74 39 25 63 90 

0,9 4,a 6 12 6 2 35 38 
0.5 0.0 1 2 0 0 0 1 

136 116 206 229 
. . 

22~2 46.1 
34.1 26.2 

120 

23 
9 

46 
30 

132 

16 
21 

29 57 62 
16 2 8 

96 
173 
213 I 

. . 

i 
0 

29 
0 
0 

56 
169 
54 .~ 


